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The Concerns and Challenges Facing the Shipping Industry Regarding the Human 

Resource and the Efforts of Marine International Society for Facing this Challenge 

A A Marzban 

Ports and Maritime Organization 

 

Abstract: 

When a vessel is equipped with an advanced technology and high capacity, the words of safety 

and marine environment protection get meaningful when an experienced and specialist man 

power is considered at its central core. On the other hand, a newly-made vessel with modern 

technology can work safely only when a team of specialists, from senior officers to deck hands, 

have the responsibility of guiding it. The manpower is at the center of all the industries including 

shipping industry and has always been one of the most complicated subjects. There is always the 

footprint of manpower in most of marine accidents which could be the result of various factors 

including lack of enough work power, lack of needed proficiency in some of marine team 

members, or fatigue caused by overwork. The present article discusses the major concerns and 

challenges facing the marine society associated with human resources in marine transport sector 

and the actions done or going to be done in this regard by countries and international 

organizations for tackling these challenges.  This article is constituted of three parts: first part is 

specified the human resources, the second part discusses the work condition of seafarers and how 

to treat them in various positions, and the third part is specified to competency of seafarers and 

applying enough human resources on ships. 
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