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The beaked sea snake (Enhydrina schistosa) belongs to the family Hydrophiidae and like the other 
sea snakes is distributed in tropical and subtropical areas of Indian and Pacific oceans. Study of eye 
structure in Enhydrina schistosa is an important subject as it is an active hunter (it often feeds on fin 
fishes). In this study 2 specimens of E. schistosa were captured from Chabahar Bay waters. The 
specimens were transferred to the laboratory and then were fixed in bouin solution and 10% formalin 
fixative. In the next steps eyes were removed from the head and then were dehydrated and cleared by 
methanol and xylene and then were embedded in paraffin wax and 7 micron sections were taken. Each 
eye is surrounded by massive muscular tissue. There is a transparent layer (Spectacle) in front of 
cornea (with protective role) that was scanned by SEM. Its three layer structure was observed in the 
spectacle. Cornea has a non-convex and uneven surface. Lens is small, spherical, and relatively soft. 
We can see large cone cells and 10 cellular layers in the retina by using light microscope. The only 
light sensitive cells were of cone type and rod cells were absent. 
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