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Abstract 

Creativity is a Devine gift and each individual has a 
certain amount of this gift. The realization and 
appearance of creativity requires a proper location. The 
expansion of this ability, which can be said is the survival 
of a society, is possible through educational 
programming, and accurate and proper teaching and 
education. Teachers, as one of the most important 
training and education elements, have a key role in 
nourishing creativity. The teachers’ attitude toward 
creativity, their level of understanding of it, and also their 
type of attitude and teaching method have a direct 
relationship on enriching the class environment for 
students’  growth of creativity. Therefore it is necessary 
to help the teachers gain the attitude and necessary skills 
for the growth of the students’ creative ability. 

In order to assess how creativity is taught in 
elementary school period, 120 instructors were 
participating (60 instructors in a test group and 60 
instructors in a control group). The test group became 
involved in “Teaching of creativity” program so that the 
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impact of the program and training model  on 
instructors’ knowledge, attitude, and skill would be 
assessed. The results were examined through T test and 
showed that there is significant difference between the 
two groups – The “test group” and the “control group”. 
The results stated the positive impact of the training 
period. A set of suggestions have been made for the 
growth of students’ creativity based on the findings in this 
research. 

Keywords: Creativity; Teacher-training; Attitudes 
toward creativity; Teaching skills 

 

Introduction 
It is clear that many of human achievements and advancements 

are due to his/her ability to think creatively. Therefore it is obvious 
that to pay attention to this subject and to create the grounds for its 
development and nurturing is very important. School can play a 
fundamental role in the development and expansion of creativity 
and in contrast damaging and destroying it in the society. The 
curriculum, the educational content, and the creativity in such 
programs and educations are influenced by the teachers, principles, 
other employees, as well as the educational atmosphere and 
facilities. Through this, the teacher's role however is a multifaceted 
direct influence in this area. 

Researches show that teachers are generally not successful in a 
variety of fields related to creativity due to their lack of proper 
understanding toward it. These fields include unawareness of 
creativity, inability to identify the creative students (Torrance, 
1965; Renzulli, 1993), lesser attention, encouragement, and 
approval of creative students (Gatzeles & Jackson, 1962; Gallagher, 
1985), not showing proper attitude toward creativity (Hosseinee, 
1997), and not taking advantage of creative teaching methods 
(Croply, 2001; Mellow, 1996). These points make the necessity for 
conducting educational programs for teachers obvious. The 
program would work for creating the proper awareness, skill, and 
attitude. 
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Research background 
Torrance's research (1965) shows that teachers normally don't 

know and are not familiar with creativity. The research results also 
show that creative teachers nurture and develop more creative 
students. On top of this, teachers who have a warm, sincere, and 
accepting character increase the creativity possibility among the 
students. Gallagher (1985) asks a group of teachers to assume that 
creativity is a very valuable characteristic. He then asks the teachers 
how they would have destroyed it if they could. The teachers 
provided many suggestions, some of which were their own methods 
of teaching. From the point of view of most of the teachers the most 
important causes for destroying creativity include the following: 

1. A compressed curriculum which is carried on in a limited time 
period; 2. The teacher's lack of skill in teaching the material he's 
been assigned; 3. When only one source is accepted as the valid one 
through the course; 4. When no opportunity is provided for the 
student to discuss and state his opinion. 

If we pay attention to obstacles teachers refer to in Gallagher's 
research, and if we do a simple investigation about the school 
teachers'  performance, we can see that often these issues are also 
found among Iranian teachers' teaching as well. During our 
research, the question of “What are the obstacles for creativity in 
the class?” was raised for the teachers. In response, the teachers 
stressed the following points: a- Large mass of school books; b- 
Comparing the students with each other; c- Teacher's teaching by 
cliché; d- Inflexible standards and rules; and e- Considering 
creative students bothersome. 

Fryer & Collins (1991) found in their research that 75 percent of 
teachers believe that students have small bit of creativity. Sternberg 
(2001) conducted a research about “the impact of teaching 
creativity on the students' performance” on 110 students came to 
certain conclusions: He came to the point that the amount of impact 
of teaching creativity is related to the cognitive and personal 
characteristics of the students. James and Asmus (2001) also 
concluded from their research on 41 students that the shaping of 
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creativity, cognitive and personality characteristics has mutual 
impact. 

Renzuli (1993) offered a comprehensive plan with the goal of 
expanding and circulating creativity in schools. Although the plan 
had broad objectives, it was able to reach successful results due to 
its simplicity in being conducted. 

 

Research objective and hypotheses 
The main objective of this research is the investigations and 

evaluation of the “program for teaching creativity to teachers” in 
order to clarify its impact on the teachers' awareness, teaching 
skills, and development of positive attitude. In order to achieve the 
three main fundamental objectives of the research, the following 
hypotheses were put to testing: 

1. The creativity teaching program results in increase in the 
teacher's teaching skill. 

2. The creativity teaching program results in establishment of 
positive attitude toward creativity. 

3. The creativity teaching program increases the teachers' 
knowledge about creativity. 

 

Statistical population and sample 
The statistical population of this research is consisted of all 

teachers currently working in the elementary schools of the 19 
education districts of the city of Tehran in the school-year 2001-
2002. From this group, a study sample was randomly selected, 
including 60 persons for the experimental group, and 60 persons for 
the control group. 

 

Data collecting instruments 
Considering the three variables that are focused on in the 

research, i.e. knowledge, attitude, and teaching skill, a 
questionnaire with three parts was prepared in the format of a 
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pretest and post-test. The test was consisted of 10 questions in the 
knowledge section, 30 questions in the attitude section, and 35 
questions in the skill sections. 

Both research groups were asked to take a primary test. After 
that, a 70 hour training course was held for them during one month. 
The training was carried out as training workshop with both theory 
and practice and the training was done in three parts. 

− 15 hours of instruction about the essence of creativity and 
the principle fundamentals in creativity, 

− 25 hours for creativity teaching methods, and 
− 30 hours for creativity research methods in school and class. 

 

The research findings, discussion, and conclusion 
The current research was conducted for the purpose of studying 

and investigating the impact of “creativity teaching course” on the 
teachers' knowledge, attitude, and teaching skills. The research 
sample is consisted of primary school teachers of various 
educational districts in Tehran, which was divided into the 
experimental group and the control group. Pre-test and post-test 
were taken from both groups in order to clarify the amount of 
impact of the course on the experimental group. The results of the 
research are as follows: 

1. In the knowledge factor, the T-test result is based on the 
significant difference of the two groups. Therefore the first 
assumption of the research that states that the creativity research 
program increases the teachers' creativity is confirmed. 

2. In the attitude factor, the T-test result showed that the 
difference between the two groups is significant, which confirms 
the second assumption. 

With regard to the results derived from the statistical analysis, 
the training course period has had a positive impact on increasing 
the teachers' knowledge, change of attitude, and teaching skill. On 
top of this, the teachers' open-ended responses about the course 
showed that over 90 percent of the teachers believed that this 
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course not only had a positive impact on their knowledge, attitude, 
and skill, but also caused their attitude to change toward life and 
create fundamental changes in their life and career. 

The deep impact of this program on teachers was also very 
obvious on their students. The teachers stated that from then on the 
students participated with much more motivation in the class 
activities. The students even preferred to stay in class during their 
break times and to continue with their activities. 

These results showed that if the teachers are provided with a 
suitable structure, they will gain a positive attitude and will have a 
more appropriate educational activity by having more awareness 
about creativity. This on its own will guide the students to respond 
to educational issues with higher motive and activity. 

 

References 
Croply Arthur, J. (2001). Creativity in education and learning: A 

Guide for teachers and educators. London: Kegan Pawl. 
Fryer. M., & Collins, Y. (1991. British teacher views of creativity. 

Journal of Creativity Behavior. V. 25, No. 1, p 7. 
Gallagher, J. J. (1985). Teaching the gifted child. New York: Allan 

and Bacon. 
Gatzeles, J. W., & Jackson, P. W. (1962). Creativity and intelligence. 

New York: John Willy. 
Hosseinee, A. (1378/1999). The nature of creativity and the methods 

of training it. A. G. R. Publishing Co., Mashad, Iran. 
James, K., & Asmus, Ch. (2001). Personality, cognitive skills, and 

creativity in different life domains. Creativity Research Journal, V. 13, 
No 2, P. 149-159. 

Mellow. M. (1996). Can creativity be nurtured in young children. 
Early Child development and care, V. 13, No.2, P. 149-159. 

Renzulli, Joseph (1993). Through the pursuit of ideal act of learning 
gifted. Child Quarterly, Vol. 36, No. 4, Fall. 

Sternberg (2001). It Doesn't to add: Effect of instruction to be 
creative. Creative Research Journal, V. 13, N 2, P. 197-210. 

Torrance, E. P. (1968). Creative abilities of elementary school 
children. Teaching Creative Endeavor. Indiana University. 

 www.SID.ir


