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Confirming that there would be no 
increase in the transit tariffs in the 
current year, the Director General of 
Tariffs and Transits of the Ports and 
Maritime Organization said: “The 
transit of oil products decreased by 
22% last year.”
Mohsen Sadeghifar stressed: “About 
110 million tons of cargo were 
handled last year, which is equivalent 
to 23% increase over the previous 
year’s figures. From this amount about 
1.963 million tons of non-oil cargoes 
were transited, which was equivalent 
to the previous year’s figures, but the 
transit of oil products showed a 22% 
decrease compared to figures of the 
year 2007, when about 5.4 million 
tons of these cargoes were transited. 
Last year this figure dropped to 4.2 
million tons.”
Sadeghifar stressed: “It is hard to 
predict the volume of cargo handling 

During a meeting to compare and 
grade the insurance companies, 
attended by the executives of public 
and private insurance companies, 
the Director General of the Central 
Insurance announced: “The Alborz 
Insurance Company has gained top 
position in the 5 grading indicators 
and has been selected as the best 
governmental insurance Company.”
Expressing gratitude to Alborz 
Insurance, he added: “By obtaining 
the best grades in the 5 criteria of 
transparency of financial reports, 

and transit. This depends mainly on 
the volume of imports, oil prices and 
the economical crisis, but a decreasing 
trend is expected.”
He reiterated: “The non-oil exports 
last year also witnessed 7% drop while 
oil exports increased. The container 
sector also experienced a 12% growth; 
however, this trend is related to the 
early months of the year.”
The Director General of Tariffs and 
Transits of the Ports and Maritime 
Organization referred to his trip to 
Ivory Coast and his meeting with this 
country’s Minister of Transportation 
and said:  “The MOU on maritime 
and commercial shipping between 
Iran and Ivory Coast will soon be 
signed.”
He added: “MOU on sisterhood of 
Bandar Abbas and Abidjan was also 
signed, according to which technical 
and engineering information and 
trainings will be increased and there 
will be a boost in cooperation.”
According to Sadeghifar, shipping 
lines involving small vessels bound 
to Ivory Coast will be launched 
by the end of the current year 
through coordination with shipping 
companies.

presence in investment market, 
efficiency of operation, application 
of information technology, customer 
satisfaction, this Company has 
been able to secure the first place.” 
Accordingly, Dr. Farshbaf Maherian 
presented the Commendation 
Plaque for the Best Public Insurance 
Company to Mohammad Ebrahim 
Amin, the Managing Director of 
Alborz Insurance.
He further added: “In this grading, 
Iran Insurance has gained the second 
place.”

22% drop in oil transits

Alborz Insurance Company named top Government insurance
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and Maritime Organization has 
ensured the funds necessary for the 
major portion of the costs incurred 
by delays. The Organization had 
initially agreed to pay subsidies for a 
maximum construction period of 24 
months, which has currently run up 
to 50 to 60 months.”
Shirzadi reiterated: “An important 
item of the agreement concerns to 
extension of the participation period 
and the repayment of loan for a period 
of 10 years as well as the payment of 
subsidies by PMO towards the bank 
interest during this period, which is 
a valuable and significant assistance 
to the shipbuilders, applicants and 
Mellat Bank alike.”
In this context the Secretary General 
of the Administered Funds requested 
all the shipbuilding complexes and 
applicants to make the most of the 
opportunity offered and to contact 
Mellat Bank to renew their civil 
participation contracts, to be able to 
obtain the loans and build and deliver 
the ships according to the schedule.

The Ports and Maritime Organization 
and Mellat Bank have signed an 
agreement on continued financial 
facilities for ships under construction 
since previous years, extending their 
partnership period, repayment of 
loans and payment of subsidies by 
PMO towards the financial facilities.
Announcing the news, Arsalan 
Shirzadi, the Secretary General 
of PMO’s Administered Funds 
Committee added: “Based on an 
agreement signed by the Deputy for 
Administration and Financial Affairs, 
Member of the Board of Directors of 
the Ports and Maritime Organization 
and the President of PMO’s 
Administered Fund Committee and 
the Managing Director of Mellat 
Bank, loan facilities and the payment 

Following efforts by the General 
Administration of Maritime Safety 
and Protection, Maritime Affairs 
and Port and Maritime Department 
of Guilan Province, the authorized 
center for maintenance and service of 
ships’ safety equipment was launched 
in the Port of Anzali.

of subsidies towards bank interest for 
56 ships under construction in the 
shipyards will continues until the end 
of next year.”
He continued: “According to 
this agreement, Bank Mellat will 
continue to pay loans towards the 
construction of these vessels, and the 
Ports and Maritime Organization is 
committed to continue the payment 
of participation subsidies until the 
delivery of these ships.”
Stressing that this would be the 
last opportunity for shipbuilders to 
deliver the ships, Shirzadi stated: 
“These facilities and the new terms 
will only be paid to shipbuilders 
and relevant applicants, if the vessels 
under construction are delivered to 
the Bank according to the schedule 
set by PMO for each ship.’
According to the Secretary of the 
Administered Funds, in the context 
of cooperation with Mellat Bank 
and the domestic shipbuilders 
and by accepting the payment of 
subsidies towards the bank interests 
until the delivery of ships, the Ports 

Given the lack of authorized 
repair shops, which postponed the 
maintenance and repair of deficiencies 
in the safety of ships entering Anzali 
following the inspections until they 
reached their next port of call; the 
mentioned center was launched 
through the efforts of Maritime 
and Ports Unit of Guilan PMO and 
the collaboration of the General 
Administration of Maritime Safety 
and Protection by ensuring an 
appropriate sites and creating the 
necessary facilities for the private 
sector participation.
This center, which was launched 
by the Industrial and Engineering 
Services Company (IESCO), offers 

all the technical and safety services to 
ships, including the maintenance and 
repairs of life rafts, fixed and mobile 
firefighting equipment, measuring 
ship hull corrosion and supplying 
ships’ safety equipment.
With the launch of this center, in 
addition to solving the problem 
of servicing ships and vessels 
according to International Maritime 
Organization’s (IMO) regulation, all 
ships arrested following technical and 
safety inspections must remove the 
defects at this center before leaving 
the port.

Financial facilities for ships under construction to continue

Launch of ship safety service center in Anzali
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Launch of first oil exploration in the Caspian Sea

Iran and Ivory Coast to develop port and maritime cooperation

Fourth Plan goals in sea travels met

the other projects to be undertaken 
by the Company this year, he said: 
“Finalization of the long term 
contract for provision of port services 

in South Pars, the purchase of the 
Ports and Maritime Organization’s 
strategic equipment from resources 
provided by the Administered Funds, 

The first Alborz oil platform, which 
is one of the largest oil platforms in 
Mazandaran and the country, will be 
launched in May this year during an 
official ceremony to be attended by 
the President.
According to this report, Hashemi 
Heidari, the Mazandaran Governor 
General’s Deputy for Development 

Following an invitation by the 
Minister of Transportation of the 
Republic of Ivory Coast, a delegation 
from the Directorate General of 
Tariffs and Transits of the Ports 
and Maritime Organization was 
dispatched to this country to develop 
port and maritime cooperation 
between Iran and Ivory Coast and 
to sign a MOU on commercial 
shipping.
Referring to the trip, Mohsen 
Sadeghifar, Director General of 
Tariffs and Transits of the Ports 
and Maritime Organization said: 
“The main agenda of the Iranian 

Last year the passenger transportation 
in the national ports reached to a 
total of 4,403,325 persons showing a 
growth of 38.5% over the 3,902,173 
passengers of the previous year.
According to this report, the number 
of passengers entering the national 
ports during this period increased 
by 40.3% to reach the figure of 
2,793,534 persons, while the number 

and the procurement of appropriate 
port and terminal equipment through 
bank facilities are among other plans 
pursued by the company this year.”

stated that so far USD 500 million 
have been spent towards the main 
structures of the project and added: 
“The launch of the platform’s 
drilling operations will bring about 
great changes in the provinces of 
Mazandaran, Guilan and Golestan.”

delegation to Ivory coast consisted 
of the review of the draft agreement 
on commercial shipping as well as a 
Memorandum of Understanding for 
sisterhood of the Iranian and Ivory 
Coast’s ports during a number of 
specialized sessions, meeting with 
the Minister of Transportation on 
means of fostering transportation 
ties, particularly in the field of 
shipping and port transportation and 
the potential use of the two country’s 
infrastructures.”
He added: “The Independent Port 
of Abidjan is the largest and most 
important port in West Africa, which 

of outbound passengers grew by 
36,4% to reach 2,409,791 persons.
During this period the ports of 
Shahid Bahonar, Lengeh and Bushehr 
with in order 55, 49 and 39 percent 
increase witnessed the highest growth 
in this respect. The largest passenger 
transportation occurred in the Island 
of Qeshm 3,046,451 passengers. 
However, despite possessing 

has appropriate port access and 
infrastructure. It is considered as an 
economical hub and the second most 
important source of revenue for Ivory 
Coast after cocoa.”
According to this report, the Port 
of Abidjan has a total of 34 harbors 
measuring 6 km in length. This port 
has 6 special terminals for export and 
transit, which include the container, 
oil products, cereals, chemical 
fertilizers, lumber, and fruit terminals, 
and is the largest fishing port in West 
Africa.

the largest passenger terminal 
in the Middle East, the port of 
Khoramshahr witnessed a 17% drop 
in passenger transportation activity 
and only 32,614 passengers used 
this terminal. Moreover during the 
month of March 602,407 passengers 
travelled by sea, which corresponds to 
an increase of 67%.

146
Volume 23 / May 2009

PORT & SEA



The Islamic Republic of Iran and 
the Republic of Venezuela signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding for 
creating of a joint fund as a prelude to 
the establishment of a joint shipping 
company to transport petroleum 
products.

The Deputy for Business Assistance 
of the Iranian Trade Promotion 
Organization announced the news of 
new freight charges for exports.
Announcing the above, Kioumars 
Fathollah Kermanshahi said: “Based 
on an agreement between the Iranian 
Trade Promotion Organization, 
Valfajr Shipping, the Association 
of Exporters of Perishable Goods 
and the Chamber of Commerce, 
and the approval of the Minister of 
Commerce, the freight charges for 
shipping a refrigerated container 
from Bandar Abbas to Sharjah and 
vice versa has been set at USD 700 
per container.”
Stating that the current freight 
charges for refrigerated container 
from Bandar Abbas to Sharjah 
amount to USD 900, he continued: 

The Managing Director of Iran South 
Line Shipping Company announced 
the news of phase 1 construction of a 
large container repair shop in Bandar 
Abbas. Captain Hassan Jalilzadeh 

According to this report, Mr. 
Mohammad Soori, the Managing 
Director of the National Iranian 
Tanker Company, stated that the Joint 
Iran – Venezuela Shipping Company 
has been registered with an official 
statute and added: “Accordingly 
within the next six months, the 
joint offices of this Company will be 
established in Tehran and Caracas.”
He continued: “For the purpose of 
ship and equipment procurement, 
the Joint Iran – Venezuela Shipping 
Company will set up a joint fund, 
which will have financial resources 

“The free time for refrigerated 
containers to the loading point 
and vice versa is 5 days, while from 
Sharjah to market point and return is 
4 days per week.”
Mentioning the amount of subsidies 
allocated to Sharjah by the Iranian 
Trade Promotion Organization 
to prevent a drop in the export of 
perishable items, Kermanshahi said: 
‘The Organization pays the sum of 
Rls. 60 million to Valfajr Shipping 
for each voyage from Bandar Abbas 
to Sharjah, and the sums of Rls. 80 
million and 60 million respectively 
for voyages from Bandar Abbas to 
Bahrain and to Dammam Port in 
Saudi Arabia, to prevent a drop in 
the exports of fruits and vegetables, 
herbs, horticultural products and 
flowers.”

added: “The launch of phase 1 of the 
large container repair shop in Bandar 
Abbas and the completion of the rail 
container master plan are among the 
Company’s projects planned for the 

and will provide a loan of USD 400 
million during the first year to the 
Company towards the predetermined 
goals.”
Soori said: “The objective for setting 
up this joint shipping company is 
to transfer and export crude and 
petroleum products from Venezuela 
to Asian countries, and on this basis 
Venezuela plans to allocate around 
500,000 barrels to crude to the 
Company for export to Europe and 
Asia, instead of transporting them to 
its surrounding markets.”

Stressing that the Shipping Company 
is mandated to announce the voyage 
schedule related to all destinations 
mentioned in the agreement, he 
said: “The Shipping Company has 
pledged not to change the agreed 
freight charges.”
The Deputy of the Trade Promotion 
Organization announced the news 
of a new liner service from the Port 
of Chabahar and added: “Valfajr 
Shipping Company is to establish 
new regular liner services covering 
Dubai, Bandar Abbas and Chabahar 
from January 2009 to March 2010, 
in the context of transporting the 
Iranian export cargo.”
He assured: “Moreover the freight 
charges from the port of Jebel Ali 
to Chabahar for each forty feet 
container will be competitive.”

current year.”
Adding that the 3rd year 
implementation of the Iran 
South Line shipping Company’s 
Manpower Master Plan is among 

Joint Iran – Venezuela Shipping Company set up

The new freight charges for export goods

The construction of a large container repair shop in Bandar Abbas
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The Commission for National 
Security and Foreign Policy of the 
Islamic Consultative Council has 
introduced Mehdi Sanaee to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs to pursue 
the Caspian Sea’ affairs.

In spite of budgetary problems, the 
Ports and Maritime Organization 
has allocated approximately Rls. 
2,000 billion from the Administered 
Funds towards the construction 
of passenger ships and port and 
maritime structures, in a move 
towards privatization and enhancing 
the safety of sea voyages. Last year, 
the sum allocated for the purpose 
amounted to Rls. 1,000 billion.
Announcing the news, Ali Jahandideh, 
the PMO Deputy for Administrative 

Given the importance of the Caspian 
Sea and the relevant issue as well as 
the subject of the Caspian Sea Legal 
Regime, Alaeddin Broojerdi, the 
Head of Parliamentary Commission 
on National Security has introduced 

and Financial Affairs said: “Over 
the last two years shipbuilders and 
Maritime Trade Associations were 
concerned about two major issues: 
why PMO pays loans and facilities 
only to aluminum hulled passenger 
ships and why should foreign 
classification institutes approve the 
standard quality of the aluminum 
vessels. In this respect, given the 
improved scientific expertise of the 
domestic classifiers, the PMO’s 
Administered Funds Committee 

The Governor General of Khuzestan 
said: “Chinese companies will invest 
in the Khuzestan shipbuilding 
industries.”
Seyed Jaffar Hejazi stated: “following 
the launch of broad sheet factory 
in the province of Khuzestan, the 
grounds are set for the activities 
of shipbuilding companies in this 

Mehdi Sanaee, Member of the 
National Security Commission, as 
the Parliamentary Representative for 
pursuing the Caspian Sea Affairs, in 
a letter to Manouchehr Motaki, the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs.

allowed the domestic classification 
institutes to audit passenger ships, 
built through loans by PMO.”
Stating that the domestic 
classification institutes are allowed to 
audit ships from the beginning of the 
current year, he said: “This action will 
also reduce the costs involved.”
The President of the PMO’s 
Administered Funds said: 
“Considering the request of 
shipbuilders and the Maritime Trade 
Associations, this year in addition to 
loans offered for the construction of 
aluminum passenger ships, financial 
facilities will also be offered from the 
Organization’s Administered Funds 
for the construction of composite 
passenger ships.”
Jahandideh stated: “In a move to 
increase safety, organize the passenger 
transportation by sea and renovate 
old vessels, the Organization will 
offer interest-free loans to relevant 
applicants, while committing itself 
for the repayment of bank interests.”

province, and very soon the Chinese 
will become active in this field of 
endeavor.”
According to the Governor, Chinese 
companies will enter into joint venture 
with the province’s shipbuilding 
concerns for the construction of 
vessels of over 20,000 DWT. Based 
on this report, the Ambassador of 

Domestic Classification Institutes allowed to audit passenger ships

China to invest in Iranian Shipbuilding Industry

The Caspian Sea Affairs’ Representative named

China to Iran has expressed the 
interest of Chinese companies to 
invest in shipbuilding industry and 
oilfields during a meeting with the 
Khuzestan Governor General.
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ministers stated that any decision 
related to the Caspian Sea based on 
the agreement of the 5 littoral states 
would be acceptable.
During this meeting, Mehdi Safari 
and Alexi Baradefkin, the Russian 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 

The People’s Representatives in the 
Islamic Consultative council have 
amended the Commercial Shipping 
and Maritime Agreement between 
the governments of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran and the Kingdom 
of Morocco to take into account 
comments made by the Council of 
Guardians.

for Asian Countries discussed 
issues related to the Caspian Sea 
Legal Convention, the situation in 
Afghanistan and Caucasia as well 
as bilateral cooperation. The parties 
stated that Tehran and Moscow had 
a very close understanding on the 

The amendment calls for the 
implementation of the Commercial 
Shipping and Maritime Agreement 
between the governments of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and the 
Kingdom of Morocco on the basis of 
Principle 77 of the Constitution.

The Islamic Republic of Iran 
Shipping Lines has won the Diamond 
International Business Leadership 
Award for quality.
According to a related report, due 
to IRISL’s achievement in gaining 
business excellence and continued 
leadership based on Quality Control 
(QC 100) standards, the Company 
has been awarded the International 
Quality Award for the year 2009 by 

4.3 million New Year holiday makers 
travelled safely through the ports of 7 
coastal provinces without any casualty. 
Announcing the news, Saeed Izadian, 
the Ports and Maritime Organization’s 
Deputy for Maritime Affairs said: 
“Through measures taken at different 
sections including passenger terminals 
and piers, strengthening of passenger 
ships, inspection of passenger ships in 
ports and the deployment and full alert 
of the sea search and rescue vessels and 

Caspian Sea Legal regime, and while 
describing the Caspian Sea as the sea 
of peace and friendship, called to all 
the littoral states to prevent the sea 
becoming a military zone.

According to the Principle 77 of 
the Constitution, all international 
treaties, contracts and agreements 
must be approved by the Islamic 
Consultative council.

Business Initiative Directions.
IRISL succeeded in gaining 
this award among 75 competing 
companies from 54 countries around 
the world. The awarded was presented 
to IRISL Deputy for Administration 
during an official ceremony.
The three-day 2009 International 
Quality Award Ceremony was held 
by Business Initiative Directions in 
April this year in Paris.

in spite of increase in the number of 
sea voyages during the holidays, over 
4 million passengers were transported 
without any accident or casualty, which 
is considered as a great success for the 
Ports and Maritime Organization.”
According to this report around 
1,369,000 passengers travelled on 
board 422 vessels from the ports of 
Hormozgan province to the islands 
of Kish and Qeshm, while 546,298 
passengers on board 404 vessels 

The Iran – Morocco Commercial Shipping and Maritime Agreement amended

Port & Maritime's Iran News

IRISL wins the International Quality Award

Over 4 million travelled safely by sea

travelled via the ports of Bushehr, 
around 1,086,660 passengers on 
board 352 vessels via the provinces of 
Mazandaran and Golestan, around 
4000 passengers on board 7 ships via 
the ports of Sistan and Baluchistan, 
around 855,000 passengers on board 
550 vessels via Guilan and finally 
2,095 passengers on board 8 ships 
travelled via the ports in the Province 
of Khuzestan.
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The Rls. 2,000 billion deficit in 
the budget of Ports and Maritime 
Organization has put a number 
of the Organization’s projects on 
the verge of closure. Pointing to 
the Rls. 2,000 billion deficit in the 
Organization’s budget for the current 
year, Ali Taheri, Managing Director 
of Ports and Maritime Organization 
said: “Given the PMO’s budget 
deficit, whatever is left of last year’s 
Rls. 1,000 billion commitments of 
the Organization will be naturally 
transferred to the current year.”
He pointed to the Rls. 800 billion 
deficit in PMO’s Parliament 
approved revenues last year and said: 
“Our hands were tied in this respect 
and we could not defend ourselves, 
and if we wanted to add the planned 
expenditures and governance expenses 
to this figure, the Ports and Maritime 
Organization would at best be faced 
with a Rls. 2,000 billion deficit in the 
current year.”
Expressing his regret over the lack 
of attention to accelerating the ports 
activities and the PMO’s development 

The special representative of Iran 
in the Caspian Sea affairs called for 

plans over the past few years, the 
Deputy Minister of Roads and 
Transportation added: “During this 
period, the Organization’s plans and 
projects were mainly implemented 
through resources that we had from 
the past. This is at a time when Rls. 
800 billion was reduced without any 
justifiable reason from our budget, 
and we are strongly protesting this 
action.”
He stressed: “With this deficit, we 
have no choice but to close down a 
number of projects regardless of their 
progress.”
Referring to the Chabahar 
Development Plan, he said: “The 
financial resources needed by the 
Chabahar Development Plan must 
be ensured under any circumstance 
otherwise this project will be faced 
with complete failure.” He stressed: 
“We have so far not been able to 
sell participation bonds, whereas if 
we could sell up to Rls. 1,000 billion 
of these bonds, we would be able to 
make headway in a number of our 
projects.”

Some PMO projects on the verge of closure

In the Name of God

Iran calls for finalization of the Caspian Sea Legal Convention

speedy finalization of the Caspian 
Sea Legal Convention. 
Speaking during the 25th session of 
the special task group for compilation 
of the Caspian Sea legal convention, 
Mehdi Safari, the deputy Minister 
of Foreign Affairs said: “Given 
the insistence of the presidents for 
finalization of the Caspian Sea Legal 
Convention, I stress the need for 
speedy finalization of this important 
document, to pave the way for 
increased cooperation among the 
Caspian Sea littoral states.”
According to this report, during their 
meeting in Moscow, the deputies 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran and 
the Russian Federation’s foreign 
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