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Abstract 

The Lowland is a novel by Jhumpa Lahiri. In this novel, Lahiri depicts the tale of two brothers 

who raised in Tollygunge in Calcutta. The novel narrates how the different ideologies change the 

way of two brother’s life. Subhash the elder brother is cautious about further education. He just 

concentrates on his decisions to study in Ph.D. degree in the United States of America. Udayan 

the younger brother  is unlike him. He embraces the Naxalite Movement because of his political 

beliefs against the government to support peasants rights. Udayan  during his political activities 

falls in love with a girl. Gauri, who meets Udayan through her brother. She grows up in a large 

extended family with her relatives, because her parents died when she was small. Gauri interested 

in Philosophy. She always had a debate with Udayan in philosophical issues and also the  Naxalite 

Movement. As time passes they decide to marry. Since Udayan’s marriage is against his parents 

willing, his parents treat Gauri  as a stranger. The sense of strangeness brings some conflict for 
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her. Regarding Simmel’s notion  this paper by a combination of  two Simmel’s theories try to show 

how the Simmelian conflict has the traces in the sense of strangeness on the protagonist. Upon 

Simmel’s view, the conflict is an inseparable segment for each person because the conflict 

provokes people in heart of the society to communicate with another social member by controlling 

his/ her conflict to adapt with others. Regarding this idea, the stranger is another Simmelian 

concept which the sense of the strangeness carries the conflict . He/ she by action and interaction 

relationship with others try to communicate with them. In fact, the stranger tries to become the 

social member, so he/ she attempts to control the conflict. Gauri is a person who carries two 

Simmelian theories. Gauri as the stranger arrives in Udayan’s parental house, but their 

unrespectable treatments bring some conflict to her in the sense of strangeness. That is why agrees 

to Subhash’s proposal after Udayan death. As a result, Gauri, The Lowland’s main character 

conveys the Simmelian conflict and the stranger. 

Key words: Stranger, Strangeness, Conflict, Society, Action, Interaction 

 

 

Introduction 

Scrutinizing the novel, the researcher finds Gauri  is one of the main characters, who carries the 

Simmelian theories, The Conflict, and The Stranger. That is why this paper tries to apply the 

Simmelian notion by a combination of  these two theories. To Simmel, the conflict is a necessary 

segment of life for  each person. Simmel has a  positive view of the  conflict. To him, a conflict  is 

a form of society. It is an obligatory part of the society because the conflict creates the interactional 
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relationship among the social members. Simmel believes, “ Conflict comes from intersecting 

circles of social obligations and duties, because of social circles a human individual can be 

represented intersecting desires’’( Conflict in Social Theory and multivalent System 7). 

 Accordingly, he believes “Conflict is one of the active interactions which can not focus on 

one individual which certainly focuses on social interactions, so conflict means the unity of 

negotiation. To him, the conflict creates the steadiness among the different social groups to gain 

evolution and unification with other social members. From Simmel point of view, “any social 

system or social group is interested in conflicts. It is an inseparable part of life and he compares 

the conflict to diseases in the human body, which the body become stronger by some 

diseases’’(www3.uakron.edu). To Simmel, the conflict has an essential role in each society, 

because people obtain their desires by the conflicts. In this regard, he argues, 

That conflict had sociological significance, inasmuch as it either produces or modifies 

communities of interest, unification, organization, is in principle never contest...The 

actually dissociating elements are the causes of the conflict – hatred and envy, want and 

desire. If , however, from these impulses conflict has once broken out, it is, in reality, the 

way to remove the dualism and to arrive some form of unity. ( The Sociology of Conflict 

490) 

Simmel believes, each society is based on the conflict. To Simmel, “The conflict is a 

necessary thing for each social life. In fact, it is the result of two different sides, but at the end, it 

has the positive result because it helps to see the reality of life and helps to see the unitary 

phenomenon. Regarding this point, Simmel has a positive view of the conflict because people 

reach unification by their conflicts. This unity can be divided into two parts; unity as the 
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interactional relationship between community and individuals and unity as a collection of a group 

of persons , energies, and forms’’(www. Robuck classes.com).  Simmel believes, the conflict is an 

inseparable segment of each person and society, but  his idea focuses on this issue, the conflict 

should guide and  control by changing the form of the social life. In fact, he claims, the conflict 

can change the form of the social life by action and the interactional relationship among the 

different social members. To him, the conflict provokes people to move  in the heart of the society 

to find their real position because of their desires.  

 

I. The Origin of Simmelian Conflict 

Although Simmel’s idea for the conflict comes from Marx’s view, Simmel against him  has a 

positive view on the conflict. To Simmel,  the conflict is among the social members, but to Marx 

is among the social groups. Simmel believes, people’s conflicts can change the social form in order 

to reach unification with other social members. Marx believes, the conflict, is a production of 

social life and this conception is an inseparable part of the society. To Marx, the conflict among 

the social classes creates a social identity. He argues the conflict needs one winner and one loser 

by changing the social structure. From Marx’s  point of view  

However, that sooner or later, a militant class consciousness would emerge, because 

workers were bound to fight to defend and improve their position at work with reforms, 

which in turn would be resisted. In the process, they would develop better organization and 

extend their understanding of their position in the system as a whole. Eventually , they 

would arrive at a revolutionary consciousness, … . ( Marx and Marxism 36-37) 
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As a matter of fact , Simmel focuses on the change the social form in order to reach social 

unification and balance, because to him, the conflict is the reason to reach evolution by an 

interactional relationship with other social members that is why he has a positive view of the 

conflict. Marx forty years before Simmel had the different look to the conflict. To him , the conflict 

among the social classes needs to revolution to change the social structure. 

 

II. Simmel and The Stranger 

The Simmelian stranger is a Simmel conception. The Stranger is a person who classifies in his 

social types. To him, each social type is created by an interactional relationship with other social 

members. To Simmel, a stranger is a person who does not belong to the new social life, but he/ she 

tries to introduce him/ herself to the society in order to find the real position among the community. 

Accordingly, Simmel argues, 

As the wanderer who comes today and goes tomorrow, but rather as the person who comes 

today and stays tomorrow. He is, so to speak, the potential wanderer: although he has not 

moved on, he has not quite overcome the freedom of coming and going. He is fixed within 

a particular spatial group, or within a group whose boundaries are similar to spatial 

boundaries. But his position in this group is determined, essentially, by the fact that he has 

not belonged to it from the beginning , that he imports qualities into it, which do not and 

cannot stem from the group itself. ( Simmel 402) 

Simmel wants his stranger to remove all the barriers, and  as a trader presents himself to 

the society because Simmel’s sociology needs all social types. Moreover, the stranger only finds 

his real position in new society along sides other social members. As Simmel believes, “People 
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possess transcendent ability in order to transcend themselves and create the object to transcend  

them’’( Sociology Theory 164). That is why the stranger tries to remove all the barriers especially 

the stranger label and the objective position in the society to become one of them. The Simmelian 

stranger is  not outside of the new place. In fact, he/ she is  a part of the new social life, but he/ she 

tries to find the real identity among others. 

As a matter of fact, Simmel’s stranger is in contrasting with the Marx’s alienation. To 

Marx, “Man is alienated from himself from other men, and from reality. He is not a man anymore, 

he is a mere’’ physical existence’’( Ponce 118). Simmel’s idea is unlike Marx’s notion, to him, “ 

alienation is a phenomenon inherent in the human condition, an enigmatic relationship, something 

we have to learn to live with. Unlike Marx, he sees no possibility of transcending this situation 

through revolution” (120). To Simmel, the stranger should become the part of the society by 

changing the social form to transcend his position from objective to subjective part of the 

community. 

Accordingly, the Simmelian stranger is a combination of nearness and farness. From 

Simmel ‘s point of view, “The stranger is an individual who presents unity. As a wanderer who 

comes today and remains tomorrow. The stranger is in the position of nearness and 

remoteness’’(Simmel 402). The stranger stands in the specific position and distance. He tries to 

keep the position because the distance is the significant role to the stranger. If the stranger increases 

the distance his relationship with the group will stop. Since he does not belong to the group , he 

forces to enter the group to gain social unity.  
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II. The Sense of Strangeness by Simmel’s Conflict 

Since the Simmel’ stranger belongs to the another place, the sense of strangeness in a new place  

brings some conflicts to him because of the stranger label. Moreover, The stranger is the common 

reason for the members to taking about. As Simmel has a positive view on the conflict, so the 

conflicts should control by adoption to other members. The stranger tries to overcome the conflict 

by the interactional relationship. “The stranger is set apart in the group by his different ideas and 

attributes because from the beginning he / she  does not belong to the group”(Heinke 1). When the 

stranger arrives at the new place, he is outside of the social system and poses a set of problem for 

the existing order. Since” The society believes he is not belong to the system, they want the 

stranger changes himself to fit into the society’’( Mc Lemore 87 ). The stranger believes he never 

gains his real identity and individuality in the new society unless he joins up with the new group 

by overcoming the conflicts and difficulties. He knows he should accept their idea and beliefs by 

the interactional relationship between the host and himself. As a matter of fact, this is the time 

when the  communication is created between two sides by controlling the conflict among two 

different borders. 

 

 IV. Textual Analysis 

Gauri, The Lowland’s main character, a person who ran away from home to marry Udayan to 

overcome her conflict but Udayan passes away and his death brings another conflict to her. She is 

one of The Lowland’s characters, who carries the combination of two Simmelian theories The 

Conflict and The Stranger. Gauri is a  complex character, a person with an unpredictable character. 
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Gauri is a character whose feeling and thought are unlike each other, because of her conflicts, she 

can never  express her feelings about Subhash her brother in law who marries her after Udayan. 

She never says how he is better than his brother. For instance, he is on time person.  

Gauri is in the conflict among Udayan, Subhash, and Bela , her daughter. She is a  person 

whose conducts covers all Simmelian beliefs about the conflict, and the stranger. Gauri marries, 

Subhash her brother in law after Udayan death. Subhash marries her for two reasons. Firstly, to 

save Gauri  from the  miserable situation which she should tolerate after Udayan. Then, to be a 

father for her baby because he knows after the baby birth, his parent will take the baby away from 

Gauri. Gauri accepts to marry Subhash because she wants to change her position and form of her 

life to overcomes her conflict. Although she lives with Udayan’s parents, she had the sense of  

strangeness in that house which brings some conflicts to her; but Subhash and Udayan parents 

disagree with Subhash decision. 

Her in- laws had accused Gauri, as she knew they, of disgracing their family. Her 

mother– in-law had lashed out, telling her she ’d never been worthy of Udayan. 

That perhaps he would still be alive if he ’d married another sort of girl. They had 

accused Subhash also, of wrongly taking Udayan’s place. But in the end, after 

denouncing both of them, they had not forbidden it. They had not said no. …And , 

so though in one way she ‘d borrowed even more deeply into their family, in another 

way she’d secured her release. …The party had opposed it, too.Like her in- laws, 

they expected her to honor Udayan‘s memory, his martyrdom,  no knowing she was 

carrying Udayan’s child, Gauri not wanting anyone to know this,  they had cut  their 
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ties with her. They had deemed her second marriage unchaste. (The Lowland 91-

92) 

After their marriage, they go to the United State of America. Gauri, as the stranger, arrives 

in the place where she does not have  any information about others, and vice versa. She is the 

Simmelian stranger who tries to present herself to the new society to become part of it. Initially, 

she tries to communicate with  Indian women, but she fails because she  could not find the common 

things to communicate. She decides to be the part of the new society. She wants to connect her 

individuality in the large part of the society. Gauri wants to remove the label of the stranger  and  

overcomes on her conflicts because of the sense of the strangeness, and especially get rid of 

limitation which she has in small social life. Since all the time she lives with the sense of the 

strangeness, she decides to change the form of her living. 

Gauri is in the limbo among three people: Udayan, her baby, and Subhash. She can not 

have a mutual relationship with the current situation. Gauri wants to remove all the barriers which 

limit her to arrive in the larger society. She passes the process of removing  the stranger’s label  

step by step. First of all, during her pregnancy, at the suggestion of his husband, Subhash takes 

part in some university’s classes. It is the first step which she arrives in the large society in order 

to become one of them. 

She does not know any place. Everything, everyone, and  everywhere is unfamiliar to her. 

As a matter of fact, She carries the Simmelian stranger. One day she decides to go out to buy 

something and have a walk. She tries to present herself to the new social life. She takes part in 

Philosophy classes and is involved in  philosophy classes discussions. As she gets into the new 
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society she feels the strangeness among  the others. One day, when she is sitting in the waiting 

salon, one of the students says to her she likes her clothes. Although she expresses her feeling 

about her clothes, she understands she is different from other women. She wants to be one of them 

as the same. As Simmel believes the stranger tries to reach unification with the new social life . 

She wants as a unique individual, to become the member of the large society. She wants to find 

her individuality in the heart of the society. 

One day Gauri and Subhash are invited  to the gathering by Narasima and kate their friends. 

Some Indian families are there and Subhash and Gauri introduced to them. The women who are 

there have a close relationship with Gauri. Subhash is happy that Gauri mixing with another 

woman, but when they leave there Gauri is sad. As a matter of fact , Gauri knows how she differs 

from other women. She feels the sense of strangeness. She tries to dispose of the label. Gauri wants 

to communicate with others as social members, not as the stranger, so Gauri attempts to find the 

similarities between herself and other women in order to communicate with them. As the stranger 

decides to introduce him/ herself to the new social life by the dominant idea. The Simmelian 

stranger does not belong to the new place he / she comes from another place, so in order to present 

him/herself to the new community tries to find the similarities between him/ herself and other 

members. Gauri, the Simmelian stranger tries to become the member of the new society as one 

independent individual by overcomes on her conflict and the sense of the strangeness. She wants 

to find her individuality in social contact with other people.  

As the wanderer, Gauri tries to become one of them. She decides to remove all obstacles  

to melt herself in the large group of the society. As Simmel believes, the deed of individuals in the 
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small group is more  limited than the large group. Gauri as the  Simmelian stranger does not want 

to be the production of the community with the label of the stranger. She wants to be the producer;  

the subjective part of the society. Changing her clothing  style  is  the first thing that she does; she 

wants to remove the cover of the stranger and especially free herself from the sense of strangeness 

and conflict. 

On the dressing table was pair scissors that he normally kept in the  kitchen drawer 

along with clumps of her hair.In one corner of the floor, all of her saris, and the rest 

of her petticoat and blouses were lying in ribbons and scraps of various shapes and 

size, as if an animal had shredded the fabric with its teeth and claws. He opened her 

drawers and saw they were empty. She had destroyed everything. (The Lowland 

100-01) 

 By changing her clothing style, Gauri is more involved in social life than before. After 

Bela’s birth and  as the years pass, she feels  she can not play the role of the mother. Even she asks 

Subhash to hire a babysitter for Bela, but Subhash does not accept her request. Sometimes Gauri 

leaves the baby alone at home and goes out walking. When Bela goes to school, she spends her 

time at the university library more than before, as if she wants to escape from the limiting tasks 

which limited her in a small society. She wants to join  her individuality to the large society of  

individuals, who personify the Simmelian concept of individuality.When Gauri changes her 

clothing style, it is her first step to remove the stranger label to join the large social life. 

 When she leaves home, it is her second step in order to remove her barriers and get into 

the large community because her individuality is free from any barrier as Simmel believes, in a  
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small  social group control  over the individuals is easier  than  the large social life. Gauri is tired 

of the situation, so she changes her clothing style. She wants to find her real individuality in the 

heart of large social life. That is why  she leaves her family to California to teach. In fact, she 

leaves small group to larger group. She feels no harmony with her family she wants to melt into 

the large society in order to realize her individuality and obtain harmony with other social 

members. As she writes her letter in Bengali to Subhas, she mentioned that she has been thinking 

about her decision to leave them for many years. After she leaves them, Subhash understands 

perhaps their marriage has not  been a good choice for her and has limited her. 

He knew the marriage, which had been their own choice, had become a forced  

arrangement day after day. But there had never been a conversation in which she 

expresses a wish to leave. He’d sometimes thought, in the back of his mind, that 

after Bela went off to college, after she moved away from them, he and Gauri might 

being to live apart. That a new phase could begin when Bela was more independent, 

when she needed them less. (The Lowland 150) 

Gauri leaves home , because of the sense of the strangeness and the conflict which she has with 

Subhash and current situation. It is better to say she is the best example of Simmelian conflict and 

the stranger who carries both of them alongside. As a matter of fact, the sense of strangeness brings 

some conflict to her. The conflicts guide her to control them by finding her real position in another 

social form. 
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Conclusion 

Textual analysis has explored the implications of Simmelian stranger and conflict. Since the 

stranger is a person who comes today in the new place , so his / her entry as the new arrival brings 

some conflicts to he/ she by the sense of the strangeness. The first conflict which the stranger 

should carry among the new social members is that call he/ she as the’’ Other’’. Since the stranger 

is one of the Simmel social types which the society needs, he / she tries to overcome the conflict 

by action and interactional relationship with the community.  Although the Simmelian stranger has 

a physical relationship with others, he / she attempts to find the dominant beliefs of the new society 

to become one of them. The Simmel’s stranger knows he/ she can not find the real identity among 

others unless he/ she controls the conflict ( the sense of the strangeness) by introducing him/ herself 

as the trader to the new society. 

 Gauri, as the protagonist and the Simmelian stranger, tries to find her real identity in the 

new community. Gauri forces to marry Subhash because of the sense of the strangeness and the 

conflict which she has in Udayan and Subhash paternal house. She comes with brother in law as 

the husband in the United States America, to overcomes her conflict by changing her social form. 

Indeed, she tries to overcome her conflict because of finding her real identity in new society. All 

the time when she lives with Subhash she has a conflict with the new life .Gauri can not tolerate 

the situation , but  she leads her conflict in a positive way to find her new social form. She defeats 

to all her conflict and the sense of strangeness by changing her social form to reach evolution as 
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Simmel believes ; that is why she acceptes to teach at California’s University to find her real social 

position among other social members as one of them not as the stranger. 
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